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ARTICLE APPEARED —
ON PAGE_Q—-E————‘-

WASHINGTON TIMES

16 July 1985

The May 12 Washington Post had
a Page One story alleging that the
CIA had trained terrorists who
bombed a car in the Shiite-controlled
areaofBerutlullmgmorethanSO
people. The CIA had “denied the
charges, but the Post printed the
story anyway. The next day the
media reported that mobs were run-
ning through the: streets of Beirut
shouting “Death to America”
because they believed the Post arti-
cleto be true.

A few days after TWA Flight 847
was taken over by Shiite terrorists,
the terrorists said that one motiva-
tion for their act was U.S.
involvement in the Beirut car bomb-
ing incident.

A House select committee, which
investigated the car bombing,
declared that the CIA was not
involved. Freedom of speech does
not give one the right to shout “Fire!”
in a crowded theater. Freedom of the

press should not give anyone the
right to encourage terrorist acts
against the United States. Anyone
knowledgeable about the Beirut
situation would have known that
such an article could incite terrorist
acts against US. citizens. Whose
side is the Post on?

There is a law against encourag-
ing rebellion against our govern
ment. It's called “sedition.” There
should be a law against encouraging
terrorist acts against Americans.
The Post article made it clear that

'wecannotrelyoncommonseqse

anymore.

SYL McNINCH
Alexandria, Va.
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